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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT PARK ANNOUNCES REFERENDUM 

1. SUMMARY: ON JANUARY 22, PRESIDENT PARK ANNOUNCED 
HE WILL SUBMIT HIS GOVERNMENT'S POLICIES TO NATIONAL 
REEERENDUM UNDER ARTICLE 49 OF CONSTITUTION. NO SPECIFIC 
DATE HAS YET BEEN SET FOR REFERENDUM, ALTHOUGH ANNOUNCE- 
MENT SAID IT WOULD BE HELD WITHIN 20 TO 60 DAYS. OPPOSITION 
LEADERS HAVE INDICATED THEY ARE OPPOSED TO ACTION BUT 
WOULD HOLD OFFICIAL COMMENT UNTIL KIM YONG SAM AND 
OTHER LEADERS RETURN TO SEOUL NEXT WEEK. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRESIDENT PARK IN HIS TELEVISED ANNOUNCEMENT TO NATION 
REITERATED HIS GOVERNMENT'S ACHIEVEMENTS, INDICATING 
THAT PROPOSED REEERENDUM WILL OFFER VOTERS CHOICE OF 
SUPPORTING OR REJECTING HIS ADMINISTRATION AND THUS 
HIMSELF. HE SAID IE HIS GOVERNMENT IS GIVEN A 
NO-CONEIDENCE VOTE, HE WOULD STEP DOWN. PARK 
REITERATED HIS BELIEF THAT IN VIEW OF CONTINUING 

NORTH KOREAN THREAT, YUSHIN CONSTITUTION AND 
WHAT HE CLAIMED WAS RESULTING UNITY OF KOREAN PEOPLE 
MUST REMAIN INTACT IN ORDER FOR NATION TO SURVIVE. 
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FREEDOM ALREADY AND UNDER OLD CONSTITUTION THERE WAS 
NOTHING BUT WASTE, INEEFICIENCY, CONFUSION AND 
IRRESPONSIBILITY. 

3. WHILE ACTUAL WORDING OE QUESTION ON BALLOT HAS 
NOT YET BEEN ANNOUNCED, PRESS INDICATED QUESTION 
WOULD BE SIMPLY IP VOTER SUPPORTED OR OPPOSED MAJOR 
POLICIES OF PRESIDENT. IT IS ALSO NOT CLEAR AT 
PRESENT TIME WHETHER CURRENT LAW ON REPERENDUMS, 

WHICH PROHIBITS VIRTUALLY ALL PORMS OF CAMPAIGNING, 

WILL BE APPLIED UNCHANGED. 

4. LOCAL PRESS IS CARRYING STORY THAT NDP LEADER 
KIM YONG SAM IN LOS ANGELES SPOKE OUT AGAINST 
REFERENDUM, CALLING IT ANOTHER "COUP D'ETAT". 

HE IS QUOTED AS SAYING ACTION WOULD BE ANOTHER 
MEANS OP MANIPULATING KOREAN VOTER AND PRESIDENT 
SHOULD INSTEAD STEP DOWN. 

5. NPD LEADERS IN SEOUL INPORMALLY SAID PARTY 

WOULD OPPOSE REPERENDUM, BUT PUT OPE FULLER STATEMENT 
UNTIL KIM YONG-SAM'S AND OTHER MEMBERS' RETURN. 

PORMER PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE KIM TAE CHUNG WAS 
QUOTED AS SAYING IT WAS ONLY AN ILLUSION THAT GOVERNMENT 
COULD SETTLE ITS DIPPICULTIES BY THIS MEANS. NATIONAL COUNCIL 
POR RESTORATION OP DEMOCRACY (NCRD) SAID IT WAS USELESS 
TO HOLD REPERENDUM UNDER EXISTING LAWS. 

SNEIDER 
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